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Annfher aspect of &xtremism emerged Trim a letter Hoover had
written t” the lmmigratirn Buredu Af the Labor “epartment, urging
that it refuse o free any prisoner in bail until he had agreed to
answer questions put %7 him by detectives, Hnovsr argued that this
was “of vital fmportance,” stressed that 1t uas nzcessary Lo ges
prisoners 0 talk, conceded that 1% would virtually deBeat the ends
of Justice if prisonérs cmldntt be induced £o give the information
necessary for their own deportation., Hs °prosed lesting pristners
talk to lawyers or communicate with any?ne until they had submitted
t° questioning, This rule was, indsed, adopted. The Bureau's orders
to the branch nffices stated that "persons taken intn custndy are not
t0 be permitted £7 communicate with any ~utside person unkil after
examination by this nffice and until permissinn is given by this
office,” - ' '

' Attorney General Palmer was asked for an explanation ofthis
order, which flouted the basic and vital dmerican principle that a
man must nnt be threatened snd crereced intn testifying agdinst hine
38lf, that he has a right at all times £1 the advice of counsel,
Palmer protested: M"At the time, I knew nothing about.it, I pever
heard of 1% until 1long afterwards.” Erevar wag Lhen asked %~ explain.
He did. He said the Stringent incommunicads rule had been adopted
because subordinates in the Labor Departuent wanted it that Way.,

$ e Qs

An example of his deep cormhiitment £ the édause nf bureaucratic
dsfenss develnped during the Senste inguiry int» the donduct of the
Petrnit raids. Seme 800 pers®ns had been arrested in Detir it and
flung frr from threé t0 six days infr a veritable Black EHnle of Cal.
cutta, a dark, windowless, narrew crFridnr in the eityts antiquated
Fedemal Building, Frr seme twenty.four hours, the priséners had no
rAnd, They were packed so closely tngether that they could not lie
down, and there was just nne toilet £n% the 1t of them, Such in-
humane treatment prrveksd szpréssinns NP nubtrage from the press, léad
in% cifizens; and from the mayor and other officials, A letter from
a Detroit lawyer, read befrre the Senate eommittes, charged: "Ths
space allotted Lo thesze arrssted was nnt sufficient t» even comforta.
bly stand up, . . , The agénts of the Department of Wustice did n~t
pernit either an attorney or the wife of any relative to see the
prisoners held., . ., . At the ®nst Office Building the aliens had to
sleep °n stnrne floors; there being n» bedding ~r covers, neor any "ther
of their natural needs," )

Hoover promptly telegraphed Arthur I,. Rarkey, Detroit branch
chisf ©f the Bursau orf Investigation, for an explanation of the
charges. The answer, addressed "Attontinrn Hr, Hoovér," was submitted
to the Senate cormitfee. It insisted that the prisonsrs bad béen weil
treated. The floor on which they had slept wasn't atone but wond,
and the eorrider in which they hed been e¢~nfined wasn't cramped, but
re&lly spacious, measuring "L ,512 fas 3quare Teet, which allowed ap-
proximately eight square feet £or She fccupaney oFf every alien heid.

This prettied-up picfure of condisions in Detroit réceived af
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1t W. O, Garred, assistant custodian of the building. Under Garred's
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j testimony, the Bureau's spacinus 4 ,512_square_fnot corridor shrandk
'i t" a minuscule LL8 square feet. ¥or the 800 prisnners this repre.-
sented s~mething like half a square font apiece, There was, said
Garred, just ~ne dim skylight ~pening "nt» the »nnf, There was ~nly
the ~ne t~ilet, and men had t5 stand in line, forty £5 £ifty at a
Gime, waiting £or its use, Some couldn't wait. "Eefors many days’
. . .’Eheﬁstench was quite unbearable in s™me parts of this eorridnrp
and room,  Garred testified,

050

"The Red Raids had besn conducted £n the acempaniment »f muéh
patrintic drum-beating and t0 the applause of an overwhelmingly c¢on-
servative and generally imperceptive journalistic claque, Fop a tine,
in many quarters, the harassment "Ff the Reds, hrwever brutal, at what-
ever cnst o civil liberties, was considéred a highly laudable achieve-
gent. And Palmer, until sober second thoughts began £t~ set in, seemed
0 be running 2 strrng race Tor slechtinn by acclama$icn as every man's
hero, But in this flush of acnievement, there was ~ne disturble net.
£le of failure, The Bureau Oof lnvestigation, despite that steady,
day-by-day progress it had reported six mrnths earlier, seemed no
cilnger to s0lving the mystery ~f the greal beomb plots than it had been
the night when the front nf Palmer's residence was dem~lished, This
was a bl ot thatmwawi® coruld hardly be allowed to stand on fhe federal
escutchern, and detectives n~w embarked on a desperate effrrt tn remove
it, i ' ) '

in trying o &= track down the origin ~f the "Plain Wnrds” flier
; frund at the bombing sites, they had areceived a tip that the type
d might have been set in a Brooklyn paing shnp, The printer, Robert Eiia,
; was picked up by Bureau agents on February 25, 1920, and "n March 7
! Andresa Salsedn, = tyvesetter in the same shop, was btaken into custody.
3 The Bureau later maintained that pink paper - similar %o fAat on which
| .

"Plain uWnrds" had been printed - had béen f~und in the Branklyn shop

i and that peculiaritiss »f type faces found there matched the printing

* ~f the apnarchistic tract, Fven $9, hhe Pureau had nn evidence on
which it ¢ould hnld the tWo men »n a criminal charge; it had, "indesd,
no #suthority under ths current laws £ arrest them. Thisg, tr the
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taken §» the New ¥ork offices »Ff the Bureau, a suite o7 rented rnroms
°n the frurteenth £1o°r A7 the building at 15.21 Park Brw. There they
were hLeld prisnners withoubt writ, warrant,sr charge °T any kiad pre-
Terred against Hhsm . and they were held Tor nearly twn months,

Nrte: There £nlinw several pages ~f the crutalitiss ~f this "eon.
finement", ending with the mysterious "suicide" of Salsedn.



